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Exploring the Extreme Universe...

ermi

Gamma-ray
Space Telescope
GLAST named after Nobel Laureate Enrico Fermi

Enrico Fermi (1901 - 1954) was an Italian physicist who

immigrated to the United States. He was the first to suggest a viable
mechanism for astrophysical particle acceleration. This work is the foundation for
our understanding of many types of sources to be studied by NASA’s Fermi Gamma-ray

Space Telescope, formerly known as GLAST.

Fermi is most noted for his work on the development of the first nuclear reactor and for his

major contributions to the development of quantum theory, nuclear and particle physics,
and statistical mechanics. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1938 for his work on

induced radioactivity and is today regarded as one of the top scientists of the 20th century.

In addition to his direct connection to the science, Fermi holds special significance to the U.S
Department of Energy, the Italian Space Agency, and the Italian Particle Physics Agency.

NASA’s Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope is an astrophysics and particle physics partner-
ship, developed in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Energy, along with impor-

tant contributions from academic institutions and partners in France, Germany, Italy,

Japan, Sweden, and the U.S.

Enrico Fermi Biography:
bttp://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/1938/fermi-bio.html

www.nasa.gov/fermi



